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a true servant to the Crown, he liked not the measures then on foot, and thought the times but slippery.
February 12. At- Newark I took leave of his grace, where I had appointed a chariot to meet me from Thry-bergh, though I had brought a led horse with me all the way. I went by the way of Bufford, and stayed with my Lord Halifax till the next day. His lordship told me the King would not call a Parliament so speedily as was believed; that the King was slow to resolve where any difficulty arose. That he intended to go to Parliament whenever it assembled; but that afterwards he would leave the Court and business, except his Majesty would be advised to do such things as were for the public good, change some officers about him, and take such in their room as would act according to the present councils'. For it would ruin all if his Majesty continued to advise with those of one interest this day, and hearken to those of another to-morrow; nor could his ministers be safe under such uncertainties. And if he would be advised, it was in the King's power to make all his opponents tremble. In fine, he told me a great part of his thoughts, and made me many professions of friendship.
February 13. My lord, though he was brother-in-law by marriage to the Duke of Newcastle, yet thought it fitter to treat with him by a third hand in the aifair of marrying his eldest son, my Lord Elland, to my lady Catherine, the Duke's third daughter, and therefore desired me to recommend it to his grace. I did so upon the terms my Lord Halifax desired, which was to have 15,OOOZ. portion with the lady. The Duke was not averse to the match, but to the conditions ; he would not part with ready money, but was content that his estate should be divided amongst his daughters at his death; but that pleased not the Earl of Halifax, so that nothing was agreed on at that time.